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where fhall we find engines or buckets to quench it ? Rev. xiv.

11. * And the fmoke of their torment afcendeth up for ever and
ever, and they have no reil night nor day.' Thank original fin

for all.

U/e I. What fad thoughts fliould vve have of this primitive

original fin, that hath created fo many miferies ? What honey
can be got out of this lion ? What grapes can we gather oiFthis

thorn ? It fets heaven and earth againfl; us : while we chufe
this bramble to rule, fire comes out of the bramble to devour us.

2. How are all believers bound to Jefus Chrift, who hath
freed them from that mifery to which fin hath expofed them?
Eph. i. 7. ' In whom we have redemption through his blood.*

Sin hath brought trouble and a curfe into the world : Chrifi;

hath fanclified the trouble, and removed the curfe. Nay, he
hath not only freed believers from mifery, but purchafed for

them a crown of glory and immortality, 1 Pet. v. 4. * When
the chief fliepherd fliall appear, ye Qiali receive a crown of glory

that fadeth not away.'

OF THE COVENANT OF GRACE.

Q. XX. DID God leave all mankind to perijli in this

ejlate ofJin and mifery ?

Anf. No, he entered into a covenant of grace to deliver the
ele6l out of that ellate, and bring them into a (late of grace by
a Redeemer.

Ifa. Iv. 3. * I will make an everlafl;ing covenant with you.*

Man being by his fall, plunged into a labyrinth of mifery, and
having no way left to recover himfelf, God was pleafed to enter
into a new covenant with him, and fo reftore him to life by a
Redeemer.
The great propofition I (hall go upon is, that there is a new

covenant ratified between God and the eledt.

Q. What is the new covenant ?

Anf. It is a foienin compa6t and agreement made between
God and fallen man, wherein the Lord undertakes to be our
God, and to make us his people.

Q. What names are given to the covenant ?

Anf. 1. It is called a covenant of peace, Ezek. xxxvii. 29.

becaufe it feals up reconciliation between God and humble fin-

ners. Before this covenant there was nothing but enmity ;

God did not love us; a creature that offends cannot be loved

by a holy God : and we did not love him ; a God that con-

demns, cannot be loved by a guilty creature ; fo that there was
war on both fides. But God hath found out a way in the new
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covenant to reconcile diliering parties, fo that it is filly called a
covenant of peace.

2. It is called a covenant of grace, and well it nnay : For,
1. It was with grace, that, when we had forfeited the fiiit cove-
rant, after we had caftaway ourfelves. The covenant of grace
is tabula poji naiifragmni, as a plank after (hipwreck. O the
free grace of God, that he (hould parly with fiiiners, and fet his

wildoni and nrercy a-work to bring rebels into the bond of the
covenant.

(2.) It is a covenant of grace, becaufe it is a royal charter,

allmadeupof terms of grace ; that 'God will call our fins behind
his back;' that ' he will love us freely,' Hof. xiv. 4. That
• he will give us a will to accept of the mercy of the covenant,
and fiirength to perform the conditions of the covenant,* Ezek,
xxxvii. S6. All this is pure grace.

Q. Why would God make a covenant icith lis ?

Anf. It is out of indulgence, favour, and relpedt to us. A
tyrant will not enter into a covenant with flaves, he will not
Ihew them fuch refpe6l. God's entering into covenant with
us, to be our God, is a dignity he puts upon us. A covenant
is injigne ho7ioris, a noteof dillin6tion between God's people and
heathens, Ezek. xvi. 22. ' I will efi;ablifli my covenant with
thee.' When the Lord told Abraham that he would enter into

covenant with him, * Abraham fell upon his face,' Gen. xvii.

2. as being amazed that the God of glory (hould beftow fuch a
favour upon him.

2. God makes a covenant with us, to tie us faft to him ; it is

called in Ezekiel, the * bond of the covenant.' God knows we
have flippery hearts, therefore he will have a covenant to bind

us : it is a horrid in^ piety to go away from God after covenant.

If one of the veftal nuns, who had vowed herfelf to religion, was
deflowered, the Romans cauCed her to be burnt alive. It is

perjury to depart from God after Iblemn covenant.

Q. Hotv dotk the covenant of grace differ from thefirji cove-

nant made icith Adam?
Anf. 1. Difference. The terms of the firft covenant were

more itridt and fevere. For, 1. The leall failing would have
made the covenant with Adam null and void, but many failings

do not null the covenant of grace : I grant, the lead fin is a
trefpafs upon the covenant, but it doth not make it null and
void. There may be many failings in the conjugal relation,

but every failing doth not break the urarriaGe-bond. It would
be fad, if, as oft as we break covenarst with God he (hould break

covenant With us ; but God will not take advantage of every

failing, but in * anger remember mercy.'

2. The firft covenant being broken, allowed the finner no

remedy, all doors of hope were (hut ; but the new covenant

I
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allows the finner a remedy : it leaves room for repentance, it

provides a mediator, Heb. xii. 24. ' Jefus the mediator of the

new covenant.'

2d Differ. The firft covenant did run all upon * working,' the

fecond upon * believing,' Rom. iv. 5.

Q. But are not ivorks required hi the covenant ofgrace 9

Anf. Yes; Tit. iii. 8. ' This is a faitbful faying, that they

which believe in God, be careful to maintain good works.' But
the covenant of grace doth not require works m the fame man-
ner as the covenant of works did. In the firil covenant, works
were required as the condition of life ; in the (econd, they are

required only as the figns of a man that is alive. In the firft

covenant, works were required as grounds of falvation ; in the

new covenant, they are required as evidences of our love to God.
In the firft, they were required tothe juftification of ourperfons;

in the new, to the teftification of our grace.

Q. What is the condition of the covenant ofgrace ?

Anf. The main condition is faith.

Q. But why is faith more the condition of the new covenant

than any other grace?

Anf. To exclude all glorying in the creature ; faith is an
humble grace. If repentance or works were the condition of

the covenant, a man would fay, It is my righteouinefs hath
faved me : but if it be of faith, where is boalling ? Faith fetcheth

all from Chrirt, and gives all the glory to Chnft; it is a moft
humble grace. Hence it is God hath fingled out this grace to

be the condition of the covenant.

And if faith be the condition of the covenant of grace, it ex-

cludes defperate prelum ptuous finnersfrom the covenant. They
fay there is a covenant of grace, and they ftiall be laved : but

did*you ever know a bond without a condition ? 'I'he condition

of the covenant is faith, and if thou haft no faith, ihou haft no
more to do with the covenant than a foreigner or a country far-

mer with the city charter.

life \: Of information. See the amazing goodnefs of' God,
to enter into covenant with us: he never entered into cove-

nant with the angels when they fell. It was much condefceniion
in God to enter into covenant with us in a ftate of inrocency,
but it was more to enter in a ftate of enmity. In this covenant
of grace, we may fee the cream of God's love, and the working
of his bowels to finners. This is a marriage covenanr., Jt-r. iii.

14. * I am married to you, faith the Lord.' In the nf^w cove-
nant, God makes himlelf over to us, and what can ae givcvaore?
And he makes over his promifes to us, and what better bonti can
we have ?

Ufe ^. Of trial.' Whether we are in covenant with God.
There are three characters.

X2
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1. God's covenant-people are an humble people, 1 Pet. V.

5. ' Be ye clothed vvith humility.' God's people elieem of

others better than themfelves ; they fhrink into nothing in theic

own thoughts, Phil. ii. 3. David cries out, * I am a worm,
and no man,' Pfal. xxii. 6. though a (iiint, though a king, yet

a worm. When Mofes' face fhined, he covered it with a veil

:

God's people, when they fliine moil in grace, are covered wiih
• the veil of humility.' Pride excludes from the covenant; * God
refilleth the proud,' 1 Pet. i. 3. and fare fuch are not in cove-

nant with God, whom he refifts.

2. A people in covenant with God, area willing people

;

though they cannot ferve God perfe<5lly, they ferve him willingly.

They do not grudge God a little time fpent in his worfhip;
they do not hefitate or murmur at fufferings; they will go
through a fea and a wildernefs, if God call ; Pfal. ex. 3. * Thy
people fhall be a willing people:' Heb. * a people of wiljing-

nefs.' This fpontanity and willingnefs, is from the attra6live

power of God's Spirit : the Spirit doth not impellere^ force, but
traliere, fweetly draw the will ; and this willingnefs in religion,

makes all our fervices accepted. God doth fometimes accept of

willingnefs without the work, but never the work without wil-

lingnefs.

3. God's covenant- people are a confecrated people, they have
bolinefs to the Lord written upon them, Deut. vii. Q. ' Thou
art a holy people to the Lord thy God.' God's covenant- people

are feparated from the world, and fan6tified by the Spirit. The
priells under the law were not only to wafh in the great laver,

but were arrayed with glorious apparel, Exod. xxviii. 2. This
was typical, to fliew God's people are not only wafhed from
grofs fins, but adorned with holinefs of heart; they bear not

only God's name, but image. Tamerlane refufed a pot of gold,

when he faw it had not his father's (lamp upon it but the Ro-
man (lamp. Holinefs is God's ftamp, if he doth not fee this

ftamp upon us, he will not own us for his covenant- people.

Ufe 3. Of Exhortation. To fuch as are out of covenant, la-

bour to get into covenant, and have God for your God. How
glad would the old world have been of an ark ? How induftrious

Ihould we be to get within the ark of the covenant? Confider,

1. The mifery of fuch as live and die out of the covenant with

God. (I.) Such have none to go to in an hour of diftrefs.

When confcience accufeth, when ficknefs approacheth, (which
is but an harbinger to befpeak a lodging for death) then what
will you do? Whither will you flee ? Will you look to Chrift

for help? He is a mediator only for fuch as are in covenant.

O how will you be filled With horror and defpair ! and be as

Saul, 1 Sam. xxviii. 15. * The PhililVmes make war againft me,
and the Lord is departed.' (2.) Till you are in covenant with
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God, there is no mercy. The mercy- feat was placed upon the

ark, and the mercy-feat was no larger than the ark ; to (hew,

that the mercy of God reacheth no further than the covenant.

2. The excellency of the covcnemt of grace; it is a belter

covenant than the covenant made with Adam. Ift, Becauie

it is more friendly and propitious. Thole fervices which would

have been reje6ted in the firlt covenant, are accepted in the fe-

cond. Here God accepts of the will for the deed, 2 Cor. viii.

10. here fincerity is crowned in the covenant of grace, wherein

we are weak, God will give fbrenglh ; and wherein we come
Ihort, God will accept of a furety. 2dly, It is a better cove-

nant, becauCe it is lurer, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. ' Thou hall made
with me an. everlalling covenant, ordered in all things, and fure.*

The firlt covenant was not fure, it Itood upon a tottering foun-

dation, works ; Adam had no Ibontr a ftockof righteoulhefs to

trade with, but he broke : but the covenant of grace is lure ; it

is confirmed with God's decree, and it reds upon two mighty
pillars, the oath of God, and the blood of God. Sdhj, It hath
better privileges. The covenant of grace brings preferment.

Our nature is now more ennobled, we are raifed to higher glory

than in innocency, we are advanced to fit upon Chrilt's throne.

Rev. iij. 21. We are by virtue of the covenant of grace nearer

to Chriil than the angels : they are his friends, we his fpoufe.

3. God is willing to be in covenant with you. Why doth God
woo and befeech you by his ambalfadors to be reconciled, if he
were not willing to be in covenant.

Obj. / iconId fain be in covenant with God, but I have been a
gfeatjinner, and Ifear God will not admit me into covenant.

AnJ\ If thou feell thy fins, and lotheft thyfelf for them, yet
God will take thee into covenant, Ila, xliii. 24. ' Thou haft

wearied me with thy iniquities, I, even I, am he, that blotteih

out thy tranfgreffions.' As the fea covers great rocks, fo God's
covenant-mercy covers great fins. Some of the Jews that cru-

cified Chriil, yet had their fins waflied away in his blood.

Obj: But lam not worthy that ever Godjhould admit me into

covenant.

Anf. It never came into God's thought to make a new cove-
nant upon terms of worthinefs. If God fhould flievv mercy to

none but fuch as are worthy, then he mull Ihew mercy to none
at all. But it is God's defign in the new covenant to advance
the riches of grace, to love us freely : and when we have no
woiihinefs of our ov/n, to accept us through Chrill's worthinefs.

i', Therefore let not unvvorthinei's difcourage you; it is not un-
..jfiworthinefs excUides any from the covenant, but unwillingnefs.

Q. Wh{it Jha/l we do that ice may he in covenant ivith God?
Anf. 1. Seek to God by prayer. Ex'ige a Domino niifericor"

diiim, Aug. *' Lord, be my God ia covenant." The Lord huih
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made an exprefs promife, that, upon our prayer to him, the
covenant fliould be ratified, he will be our God, and we ihall
be his people, Zech. xiii. 9. * They (hail call upon my name,
and I will heat them ; I will fay it is my people ; and they (hall

fay, the Lord is my God.' Only it mufl be an importunate
prayer; come as earneft fuiters, refolve to take no denial.

2. If you would be in covenant with God, break off the cove-
nant with fin ; before the marriage covenant there muft be a
divorce, 1 Sam. vii. 3. * If ye return to the Lord with all your
hearts, put away the llrange gods ; and tliey put away A(hta-
roth ;' viz. their female gods. Will any King enter into cove-
nant with that man who is in league with his enemies.?

3. If you would enter into the bond of the covenant, get
faith in the blood of the covenant. ChrilVs blood is the blood
of atonement ; believe in this blood, and you are fafely arked
in God's mercy ; Eph. ii. 13. * Ye are made nigh by the blood
ofChrift.'

Ufe 4. Of comfort to fuch as can make out their covenant-
intereft in God. (I.) You that are in covenant with God, all

your fins are pardoned. Pardon is the crowning mercy, Pfalm
ciii. 3. ' Who forglveth thy iniquity, who crovvneth thee, &c.*
This is a breach of the covenant, Jer, xxxi. 33. ' I will be
their God, and I will forgive their iniquity.' Sm being pardoned,
all wrath ceafeth. How terrible is it when but a fpark of God's
wrath flies into a man's confcience } But fin being forgiven, no
more wrath. God doth not appear now in the fire or earth-
quake, but covered with a rain-bow full of mercy.

2. All your temporal mercies are fruits of the covenant.
Wicked men have mercies by providence, not by virtue of a
covenant ; with God's leave, not with his love. But fuch as

are in covenant have their mercies fvveetened with God's love,

and they fwim to them in the blood of Chrift. As Naaraan
fdid to Gehazi, 2 Kings v. 23. * Take two talents,' fo faith

God, to fuch as are in covenant, take two talents ; take health,

and take Chrill with it : take riches, and lake my love with
them ; take the venilbn, and take the blefling with it : Take
two talents.

(3.) You may upon all occafions, plead the covenant. If

you are hunted with temptations, plead the covenant; Lord,
thou haft promiled to bruife Satan under my feet (hortly ; wilt

thou fufibr thy child to be thus worried ? Take oif the roaring

lion. If in want, plead the covenant; Lord, thou haft laid,

* I fliall want no good thing ;* wilt thou fave me from hell, and
not from want? wilt thou give me a kingdom, and deny me
daily bread.?

(4.) If in covenant with God all things (hall co-operate for

your good : Etiam mala cedunt in bonum, Pfal. xxv. 10. Not
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only golden paths, but his bloody paths. Every wind of pro-

vidence fliall blow them nearer heaven. Aftlidion (hall humble

and purify, Heb. xii. 10. Out of the bittered drug, God dif-

tils your lalvation. Afflidions add to the faints glory. The
more the diamond is cut, the more it fparkles; the heavier the

faints crofs is, the heavier Ihall be their crown.

(5.) If thou art in covenant once, then for ever in covenant.

The text calls it, * an everlailing covenant.' Such as are in

covenant are ele6ted ; God's ele6lmg love is unchangeable, Jer.

xxxii. 40. * I will make an everlailing covenant with them,

that I will not turn away from them ; but I will put my fear

in their heart, that they lliall not depart from me.' God will

fo love the faints that he will not forfake them : And the faints

fhall lb fear God, that they fiiall not forfake him. 'Tis a cove-

nant of eternity : It mull be fo ; for who is this covenant made
with? Is it not with believers? and have not they coalition and

union with Chrift? Chrili is the head, they are the body, Eph.
i. 23. This is a near union, much like that union between God
the Father and Chrift, John xvii. 21. * As thou, Father, art

in me, and I in thee, that they alfo may be one in us.' Now
the union between Chrift and the faints being fo infeparable, it

can never be diflblved, or the covenant made void ; you may
die with comfort.

(6.) Thou art in covenant with God, and thou art going to

thy God : Behold a death-bed cordial ; death breaks the union

between the body and the foul, but perfeds the union between

Chrift and the foul. This hath made the faints deiire death as

the bride the wedding-day, Phil. i. Q^. Ciipio dijolvi. Lead me^
Lord, to that glory, (faid one) a glimpfe whereof I have feen,

as in a glafs darkly.

Ufe 5. Of Dircciion. To fhew how you fiiould walk who
have tailed of coveiiaiit-mercy, live as a people in covenant

with God. As you differ from others in refpecl of dignity, fo

you mull in point of carriage.

IJi, You muft love this God. God's love to you calls for

love. 1. It \s Amor gratiatus, a free love. Why (hould God
pafs by others, and take you into a league of friendlhip with

himfolt? In the law, God palled by the lion and eagle, and
chole the dove : So he palfes by the noble and mighty. 2. It

is A7nor pleiius, a full love. When God takes you into covenant,

you are his Hephzibah, IlU. Ixii. 5. his delight is in you ; he
gives you the key of all his treafure, he heaps pearls upon you,
he fettles heaven and Q^rth upon you ; he gives you a l)Hnch of

grapes by the way, and liiith ' Son, all I have is thine.' And
doth not all this call for love ? who can tread upon ihefe hot

foals, and his heart not burn in love to God.
2<^/y, Walk holily- The covenant hath made you a royal
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hation, therefore be an holy people. Shine as lights In the

world ; live a.^ earthly angels. God hath taken you into cove-

nant, that you and he may have communion together, and
what is it l<eepsupyour communion with God, but hohnel's

;

Sd/if, Walk thankfully, Pfal. ciii. I. God is your God in co-

venant ; he hath done more for you, than if he had made you
ride upon the high places of the earth, and given you crowns
and fceptres. O take the cup offalvation, and blels the Lord.
Eternity will be little enough to praife hiu). Muficians love to

play on their mufic where there is the loudeil found ; and God
loves to beftow his mercies where he may have the loudeft

praifes. You that have angels reward, doangels work. Begin
ihat work of praife here, which you hope to be always doingf

in heaven.

" <<«3»»>*

—

CHRIST THE MEDIATOR OF THE COVENANT.

HiSB. xii. 24. Jefus the Mediator of the New Covenant^ &c.

Jesus Christ is the fum and quinteflence of the gofpel

;

the wonder of angels ; the joy and triumph of faints. The
name of Chrill is fweet, it is as mufic in the ear, honey in the

mouth, and a cordial at the heart.

I ftiall wave the context, and only fpeak of that which con-

cerns our prefent purpofe : having dilicourled of the covenant

iof grace, I fliall fpeak now of the Mediator of the covenant, and
the reftorer of lapfed linners, ' Jefus the mediator of the cove-

r.ant.'

There are (everal names and titles in fcripture given to Chrift,

as the great reftorer of mankind : 1. Sometimes he is called a
Saviour, Mat. i. 21. * His name fhall be called Jefus.* The
Hebrew word for jesus, fignifies a Saviour, and whom hefaves

from hell, he faves from fin : where Chrill is a Saviour, he is a
I'anftifjer, Matth. i. 21. * He fliall fiwe his people from their

fins.' There is no other Saviour, Ads iv. 12. * Neither is

tliere falvation in any other.' As there was but one ark to lave

the world from drowning, fo there is but one Jefus to fave tin-

ners from damning. As Naomi (aid to her daughters-in-law,

Ruth i. 11. ' Are there yet any more Ions in my womb } So
hath God any other fons in the womb of his eternal decree, to

be faviours to us, befides Chrill? Job o^xviii. 14. * Where
fhall wifdom be found? the depth faith, it is not in me; and
the fea faith, it is not in me.' Let me allude. Where fhall fal-

vation be found ? The angel faith, it is not in me ; morality

faith, it is not in nie : the ordinauce faith, it is not in we :




